
REDGWELL Willie 

 

REDGWELL, WILLIE   

 Serjeant  Essex Yeomanry "B" Squadron  

Age: 27  Died of wounds: 02/07/1917   

Service No: 80124   

Additional information: Son of William and Rhoda Redgwell, of 4, Bridges Row, Tolleshunt Major. the 1901 

Census shows him born & living  in Tolleshunt Major as an 11 year old. There are  the following other members 

of the family born & living there :- father  William aged 48 working as a  Carpenter & Sea Waller, mother 

Rhoda aged 50, Elizabeth aged 13, Annie aged 18. The CD rom "Soldiers died confirms he was Born Tolleshunt 

Major, enlisted Tolleshunt D'Arcy Died of wounds.  He went to France 24
th
 January 1915. 

 

 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 



The last major action involving his unit was early April 1917. The Unit War diary shows :- 

"9/4/17 At 11 am. the Division moved out at a moments notice towards ARRAS and halted at the western 

entrance to the town on the race course and there watered and fed. Early in the afternoon orders were received 

by the 8th Cav.Bde. to move forward. The brigade was preceeded by "B" squadron 10th R.Hussars under Capt. 

Gordon Canning and "C" squadron Essex Yeomanry under Maj.Buxton D.S.O. These two squadrons marched to 

the N.W of TILLOY LEZ MOFFLAINES. The remainder of the brigade halted at the eastern outskirts of ARRAS 

on the Cavalry track leading parallel and N of the ARRAS CCAMBRAI road. ORANGE HILL was still occupied 

by the Germans and further reconnaissance on the part of the leading squadrons of the Brigade was rendered 

impossible on this account. The Brigade moved forward to the North West side of TILLOY and after watering in 

the river south of ATHIES bivouaced for the night N of TILLOY. There were frequent snowstorms during the 

evening and night. At 1.30 a.m on the night of 9th & 10th April the Brigade received orders to return to the 

racecourse ARRAS before light. Water forage and rations were able to be obtained at this place. 

10/4/17. At 11 a.m. the Brigade moved forward from the race course to a position N of TILLY-LEZ-

MOFFLAINES Capt.Gordon Canning's squadron 10th R.H., and Maj.Buxton's Squadron E.Yeo reconnoitring 

towards PELVES on the South of the River SCARPE. Patrols sent out by these squadrons reported that the 

slopes and spurs North of MONCHY LE PREUX were still held by the Enemy who brought their machine guns 

into action against these patrols. Captain Gordon Canning's patrol suffering many casualties whilst Lieut Wear 

of the E.Yeo became cut off by the enemy and had to rejoin his unit under cover of the darkness. Lt Weatherby 

E.Yeo was also sent out with a patrol and reports were all similar, and but for the fact of a very severe and 

blinding snowstorm which covered the retirement of these patrols the casualties would have been greater. 

Major Buxton was wounded by a shell during the afternoon. 

Lt.Chaplin taking command of his squadron. The night was passed at FEUCHY CAPELLE and a continuous 

and heavy shelling with high explosive caused many casualties amongst horses and some men were killed. 

The 10th R.H alone losing about 50 horses and about 10 men. The R.H.G and E.Yeo were more fortunate. 

11/4/17 The Brigade "Stood To" at 5.30 a.m.. At 8 a.m. Lt.Col.Whitmore D.S.O commanding E.Yeo received 

orders "to advance" his regiment would be followed immediately by the 10th R.H and the R.H.G would be in 

reserve. The brigade was required to carry out the role already prepared for the purpose of seizing and holding 

the high grounds villages and woods on the eastern spurs facing the river SCARPE about 4000 yards E and N.E 

of MONCHY. These objectives were to be seized in the event of information being received that (1) The village 

of MONCHY was in the hands of our Infantry and that (2) the sunk road leading N. E from MONCHY to 

PELVES was in our occupation. Information as to No (1) and that the Infantry were advancing in an easterly 

direction had already been received by Brigadier General C.Bulkeley Johnson A.D.C Commanding 8th 

Cav.Bde. Lt.Colonel Whitmore D.S.O asked for half an hour in which to confer with Brig. Gen. Harman D.S.0 

Commanding 6th Cav.Bde. Lt.Colonel Burt D.S.O Commanding 3rd Dragoon Guards whose Regiment would be 

acting on the right and With Lt.Colonel Hardwick D.S.O Commanding 10th R.Hussars whose regiment would 

be acting on the left. At 8.30 a.m. an advanced squadron of the Essex Yeo followed by an advanced squadron of 

the 10th R.Hussars under the Command of Lt.Chaplin and Capt.Gordon Canning respectively, each with one 

section of Machine guns advanced over southern end of ORANGE HILL meeting with severe barrage between 

that point and the enclosures on the N.W. of MONCHY and at the same time meeting with machine Gun Fire 

which apparently came from the North of the SCARPE -canal. On this account both leading squadrons changed 

their direction in a S. Easterly direction and entered MONCHY-LE-PRPDX at the N. Western entrance. At this 

moment the remainder of the two leading Regiments of the Brigade 10th R.Hussars and Essex Yeo were 

crossing the southern portion of ORANGE HILL where they were met with a heavy artillery barrage and 

suffered some casualties including Maj.Hill and 2nd/Lt White both of the Essex Yeomanry. At the N. Eastern 

entrance of the village only shell fire was met with, but many casualties occurred on account of the houses and 

hard road offering greater resistance to the high explosive shell. The two advanced squadrons there proceeded 

as follows:- Essex Yeo via central road leading to the square, and thence by the sunken road leading N.E 

towards PELVES the 10th Royal Hussars following the Essex Yeo to the centre of MONCHY, thence, turning 

due N until they reached the outskirts of the village. 

On emerging from the village, both these squadrons were held up by machine gun fire. By this time the 

remainder of the two regiments were already in village and the whole force of the German Artillery seemed to 

be concentrated upon it causing many casualties to Officers, men and horses. Machine guns and Hotchkiss 

Automatic Rifles were brought up at once from both regiments and distributed in positions surrounding the 



south east and north of the village, covering all entrances and slopes and making two strong points, one in the 

CHATEAU garden and one at the north eastern exit of the village. At this time Col.Hardwick D.S.O 

Commanding 10th R.Hussars with one squadron 10th R.Hussars endeavoured to make his way round the 

northern flank but again met with severe Machine gun Fire on the Northern outskirts of the village and was 

forced to turn in a south eastern direction through the wood. Whilst doing so he was wounded Capt.Greenwood 

Adjutant 10th R.Hussars was wounded immediately afterwards. It was now quite apparent that our Infantry 

were not holding the village, although the scattered remnants of the 111th and 112th Infantry Brigades were 

found in isolated places in and W of the CHATEAU. These were collected and they together with the 10th 

P.Hussars and Essex Yeo, the whole being under the Command of Lieut Col.Whitmore, D.S.O consolidated the 

positions gained on the Northern and Eastern outskirts of MONCHY by this time enemy shell and machine gun 

fire increased to such an extent that it appeared to indicate a probable counter attack and many of our Machine 

Gun and Automatic rifles were put out of action. The employment of abandoned Lewis Guns, wo of which were 

found, became necessary. Great difficulty was experienced in moving the led horses when it had become 

apparent that a further advance was impossible. This difficulty was due in the first place to casualties already 

caused which blocked the roads and secondly to the fact that so large a number of horses of so many units were 

seeking the same shelter outside the village thus attracting the fire of the enemy Artillery. On one occasion the 

enemy massed in the small copse 1000 yards 

N.E of the village. Communication was difficult and artillery support hard to obtain, but no serious attempt at 

counter attack followed. Throughout the day shelling was heavy which rendered the work of consolidating the 

position difficult. This difficulty was further accentuated by the heavy state of the ground and by the fact that a 

large number of the tool packs had been destroyed. Men of the 111th and 112th Infantry Brigades were detailed 

for the purpose of conveying the wounded to the two dressing stations which had been established one at the 

Chateau by the medical Officer of the 10th R.Hussars and the other at the N.W exit of the village by the Medical 

Officer of the Essex Yeo. Many officers of both 10th R.Hussars and Essex Yeo had by now been wounded and 

information had been received to the effect that Brigadier General C.Bulkeley Johnson A.D.C Commanding 8th 

Cav.Bde. had been killed. Communication had been established with the 3rd Dragoon Guards on the right early 

in the day but the left flank remained somewhat exposed, and it was only by the employment of men of 111th 

Infantry Brigade that the gap on the left of our line was closed, and communication with the 63rd Brigade was 

established. 

Lord Tweedmouth now commanding the Brigade sent Major the Earl of Pembroke's squadron of R.H,G to 

support the defence, but this Squadron was not able to get into MONCHY Capt Wilson being killed and Lieut 

Back wounded, also many men and horses of this squadron being killed or wounded. 

By 5 p.m. the village was in a fair state of defence, but there were no reserves or supports available. Casualties 

continued throughout the evening both to officers and other Ranks, including Major Gold Essex Yeo, Capt. 

Gosling 10th R.Hussars, and Capt. Gilbey Essex Yeo. The greatest difficulty was experienced throughout the 

day in communication with the Brigade by any other means than by dispatch riders who did admirable service 

throughout. The signalling equipment of both regiments was destroyed. 

There were constant visits over the lines from enemy aeroplanes during the day which were left to their own 

devices unmolested except from ourselves. Enemy aeroplanes swooped down and shot at the led horses with 

their Machine Guns. At dusk patrols were sent out from the two regiments which established the fact that the 

enemy were digging themselves in about 300 yards from the North Eastern outskirts of the village and in 

sectional trenches on the forward crest of Hill 100 about 800 yards due East from the village. About midnight 

the 37th Infantry Brigade took over most of the defences of MONCHY but the remainder could not be relieved 

until the following day owing to the insufficiency of troops. Lt.Colonel.Whitmore D.S.O handed over the defence 

of MONCHY to Lieut Col.Dawson Commanding West Kent regiment. April 11th 12th leaving Captain Palmes 

10th R.Hussars in charge of those detachments of the 8th Cav.Bde. who were unable to be relieved. The 

casualties suffered by E.Yeo during the engagement were as follows:  

Killed. Wounded. Missing. Total. 

Officers - 13 - 13. 

Other Ranks 18 94 10 122."     A further entry on the  15th April shows "The names of the following N.C.Os and 

men were placed on record for conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during recent operation at MONCHY. 

Sergeant Redgewell , W number 80124 from B squadron " 



 

  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: East of Church. Cemetery: 

TOLLESHUNT MAJOR (OR BECKINGHAM) (ST. NICHOLAS) CHURCHYARD 

 


